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IN MEMORY OF LAUREN ALDEN 


MISS ME BUT LET ME GO 

When I come to the end of the road 
And the sun has set for me 
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room 
Why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little-hut not too long 
And not with your head bowed low 
Remember the love that we once shared 
Miss me-but let me go 

For this is a journey that we all must take 
And each must go alone. 

It's all part of the Master's plan 
A step on the road to home 

When you are lonely and sick of heart 
Go to the friends we know 
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds 
Miss me but let me go. 

-ANONYMOUS 


LAUREN ALDEN 

was an activist, 
feminist, and long 
time Street Sheet 
vendor. 

Lauren recently 
passed away. She 
will be missed 
dearly by many. 

Lauren created 
posters at 

Hospitality House’s 
Community Arts 
Program, and she 
often displayed 
her posters on 
her cart. These 
will be featured 
throughout this 
issue of the Street 
Sheet. 




NOON 


PROPR: 



TJJOHNSTON 

A new police beat with otfi- 
cers responding to homelessness 
in San Francisco could be created 
if a question on the November 
ballot passes. 

It’s the last thing that is 
needed, according to law enforce¬ 
ment professionals and experts. 

Proposition R, the Neigh¬ 
borhood Crimes Unit ordinance, 
would mandate the San Francis¬ 
co Police Department into dedi¬ 
cating at least 6o officers city¬ 
wide to these units. 

Officers assigned to the 
units would handle crimes such 
as property theft, robbery and 
burglary. But they would also be 
tasked with enforcing homeless¬ 
ness-related codes, including sit¬ 
ting and lying on sidewalks, and 


panhandling. 

The measure, written by 
Supervisor Scott Wiener, would 
kick in when the police depart¬ 
ment staffing level meets a City 
Charter-mandated threshold of 
1,971 full-time officers. The de¬ 
partment expects to reach it next 
year. 

It already has the support 
from the Police Officers Asso¬ 
ciation. Martin Halloran, the 
union’s president, told the San 
Francisco Chronicle that the 


measure "mandates the depart¬ 
ment to reach full strength per 
the Charter.” 

However, other authorities 
question the wisdom of insti¬ 
tuting police policy at the vot¬ 
ing polls. Tony Ribera, a former 
Chief who is now director of the 
International Institute of Law 
Enforcement Leadership, op¬ 
poses Prop R. Creating a special 
unit would interfere with the 
relationship between the depart¬ 
ment’s 10 station captains and 


the neighborhoods they serve, he 
said. 

"I think it’s important to be 
accountable to the community,” 
he said. "If you delegate that re¬ 
sponsibility, you’re compromis¬ 
ing that relationship.” 

The measure would take 
away leaders’ discretion in as¬ 
signing officers, Ribera added. 

"With Prop R, we’re tell¬ 
ing [police] how to deploy their 
troops. We’re telling them that 
we’re experts on it,” he said. 


Police officers are loath to 
such edicts from outside the 
department calling for special¬ 
ized units, said Elizabeth Brown, 
Chair of the Criminal Justice 
Studies Department at San Fran¬ 
cisco State University. 

"Police officers don’t want 
these assignments, and they 
don’t do them well,” she said. 

Brown also added that the 
measure carries a mistaken as¬ 
sumption on community polic- 

SEE CARE NOT COPS 
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ENCAMPMENT BALLOT MEASURE 

WILL EXACERBATE HOMELESSNESS 


KANT NGUYEN 

Prop 0 is an ordinance pro¬ 
hibiting the placement of tent 
encampments on public side¬ 
walks, justified in part by Sec¬ 
tion 169 of the San Francisco 
Police Code, that attempts to 
argue that a solution to allevi¬ 
ating homelessness is offering 
temporary housing and redis¬ 
tribution outside of San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

The San Francisco City Con¬ 
troller, Ben Rosenfield, in his 
letter to John Arntz of the De¬ 


term goals challenging home¬ 
lessness, and does not even 
acknowledge that the root of 
homelessness is caused by poor 
decision-making by the City 
and State government. Instead, 
it seeks to temporarily allevi¬ 
ate homeless encampments 
from the public eye and redis¬ 
tribute the homeless popula¬ 
tion outside of San Francisco. 

The language employed in 
Section 169 of the San Francisco 
Police Code evidently alien¬ 
ates the homeless population 


n 

The reality is the 
ordinance neither 
establishes nor 
expands social 
services that have 
stable, long-term 
goals challenging 
homelessness.” 


partment of Elections analyz¬ 
ing Prop 0 , and Section 169 of 
The San Francisco Police Code 
contains significant discrep¬ 
ancies regarding homeless 
housing and rehabilitation in 
society. Rosenfield states in 
his letter that “the proposed 
ordinance does not specify 
the number of days of hous¬ 
ing that must be offered.” In 
addition to this, the ordinance 
would also require the city to 
offer "Homeward Bound” as¬ 
sistance, a program that pays 
transportation fees to reunite 
homeless individuals to their 
family or friends outside of San 
Francisco. Section 169 of the 
SFPD code lacks any clear and 
effective methods and goals as¬ 
sisting homeless people while 
attempting to argue that the 
department has an obligation 
to assist them. Instead, the 
language used in the code at¬ 
tempts to separate homeless 
people from San Franciscans as 
if the two are entirely separate. 

Rather than address the is¬ 
sue of homelessness as a policy 
issue regarding lack of afford¬ 
able housing and minimum 
wage jobs, the ordinance sug¬ 
gests a temporary band aid so¬ 
lution to a much larger prob¬ 
lem. What is relevant here is 
not that Prop 0 does not specify 
the number of housing days of¬ 
fered or the assumption that 
homeless people have friends 
or family outside of San Fran¬ 
cisco to live with, but the re¬ 
ality is the ordinance neither 
establishes nor expands social 
services that have stable, long 


from San Franciscans while 
establishing the facade that 
the police department has any 
capability of operating as a 
social service organization to 
assist homeless individuals. 
The section establishes goals 
but not the methods leading 
to homeless housing and re¬ 
habilitation. Regarding home¬ 
less encampments, the section 
states that they are "unsafe 
and unhealthy for the people 
living in them, and they make 
our neighborhoods less safe 
and less healthy for families, 
residents, and visitors to the 
City,” as if families, residents, 
and visitors to the city do not 
constitute the homeless popu¬ 
lation at all. 

These encampments are a 
result of poor policies in San 
Francisco’s history dating back 
to the early 1980’s when the 
federal government, under the 
Nixon and Reagan administra¬ 
tion, defunded public hous¬ 
ing and other social services 
as a response to the recession. 
The public housing budget de¬ 
creased drastically from $16 
billion to $1 billion from 1979 to 
1983, and as a result the home¬ 
less population began to grow. 

The popular and outdated 
theory of trickle-down econom¬ 
ics, which seeks to alleviate 
taxpayers, does no good in San 
Francisco when such a vulner¬ 
able community—when such 
vulnerable San Franciscans— 
lack basic housing. In addition, 
temporary quick-fixes like Prop 
0 do not seriously challenge 
homelessness but move indi¬ 


viduals elsewhere, even from 
just one block to another. Until 
the housing market stops ris¬ 
ing and there is enough low 
income housing to satisfy low 
and middle income homeown¬ 
ers, homelessness will contin¬ 
ue to be an issue exacerbated 
by poor policy making. 

Prop 0 and many others 
propositions initiated by our 
local government have yet to 
create any real and effective 
change combatting homeless¬ 
ness. Instead, it continues to 
mask issues in the housing 
and job market, and it worsens 
homeless living experiences as 
well. Voters should vote NO on 
Prop 0 and begin to demand 
that our city government seek 
long term goals decreasing the 
price of housing and increasing 
the amount of minimum wage 
jobs. On a more personal and 
individual level, voters should 
spread awareness about San 
Francisco’s homelessness issue, 
criticize the policies and meth¬ 
ods our city government uses 
ignoring it, and sign petitions 
urging our state legislature to 
adopt new and effective poli¬ 
cies assisting middle and low 
income communities. ■ 


PROP Q: FAST FACTS 

- PROP 0 WILL BAN TENT ENCAMPMENTS 
AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO REMOVE 
THEM WITHIN 24 HOURS. 

- PROP Q OFFERS NO ACTUAL HOUSING 
WHEN CLEARING ENCAMPMENTS. IT 
WILL OFFER NO EXPANSION OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES-NO EXTRA SHELTER BEDS, NO 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES, NO OUTREACH 
SERVICES, NO MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, 
NO OUTREACH SERVICES. 

- PROP 0 WILL ONLY PROVIDE A SHELTER 
BED FOR ONE NIGHT OR A BUS TICKET 
OUT OF SAN FRANCISCO, THROUGH THE 
HOMEWARD BOUND PROGRAM. 

- THERE ARE ALREADY CITY LAWS THAT 
ADDRESS ENCAMPMENTS. 




ON m streets of SAN FRANCISCO 
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ing. "Wiener is overestimating 
the impact that foot patrol has 
on crime rates,” she said. She also 
pointed to studies of such units 
done in the 1970s, such as one 
in Kansas City, Missouri, where 
crime shifted to adjoining areas 
when officers started walking 
beats. 

Also, the measure would lull 
middle-class voters into a false 
sense of security. Brown said. 

"It’s not approaching crime, 
but approaching the fear of 
crime,” she said. 

There was no input from the 
Police Commission or, for that 
matter, any public discussion on 
Wiener’s proposal until he sub¬ 
mitted his measure to the Elec¬ 
tions Department 13 minutes be¬ 
fore the ballot deadline. 

The Street Sheet, which the 
Coalition on Homelessness pub¬ 
lishes, also noted earlier this 
year that the Mayor or the Chief 
of Police could just as easily es¬ 
tablish the unit on their own. In 
a July 1 article, the paper criti¬ 
cized the Prop R’s emphasis on 
so-called "quality of life” viola¬ 
tions, among other low-level of¬ 
fenses, and could set a bad prec¬ 
edent. 

"This allocation, if it passes, 
will be unique,” the Street Sheet 
said, "which will mean this kind 


of crime, unlike any other — un¬ 
like murder, human trafficking, 
drug dealing, child pornography 
— will be a prioritized expendi¬ 
ture. Is this really the top priority 
for San Franciscans?” 

It’s not like police officers 
haven’t already been paying at¬ 
tention to the ongoing crisis. 
Since 2004, the department has 
been operating a homeless out¬ 
reach unit, ostensibly to connect 
street people with services. But 
that rarely ever happens, accord¬ 
ing to the Coalition’s "Punishing 
the Poorest” report from 2015; 
"services” usually take the form 
of a shelter referral, a pamphlet, 
or even a sandwich, and that of¬ 
fer is usually accompanied with 
the threat of arrest. 

Lt. Michael Nevin, the de¬ 
partment’s appointed outreach 
coordinator, admitted to re¬ 
searchers that the effectiveness 
of its approach is limited, mostly 
because it is based on complaints 
from merchants and housed re¬ 
side. "If Mrs. Smithcontinues 
to call 911 because som e guy’s 
sleeping on her doorstep, we are 
duty-bound to respond,” he said. 

Often, police officers are the 
only people available for home¬ 
lessness-related calls, according 
to a recent report from the Bud¬ 
get and Legislative Analyst’s of¬ 


fice. It recommended that other 
City agencies — such as the new¬ 
ly created Department of Home¬ 
lessness and Supportive Housing 
— make first contact with un¬ 
sheltered residents. 

"Police officers are currently 
the only staff to respond to these 
incidents,” the Budget Analyst 
wrote, "even though police offi¬ 
cers are not trained to evaluate 
the complex needs of a homeless 
individual or directly connect 
them with the social services 
provided by the City.” 

The coupling of property 
crimes and status offenses in 
the ordinance’s language ran¬ 
kles opponents to the measure. 
While numbers in one group of 
offenses — property crimes — 
rise and decrease over time, calls 
for "quality of life” incidents 
have increased. FBI rates show as 
much as a 60 percent rate change 
in property crimes and robberies 
over the last five years. But the 
Budget Analyst report noted a 
34.8 percent increase in police 
calls for homelessness-related 
incidents from 2013 to 2015. 

These incidents are likely 
result in tickets to homeless 
people: In 2014, police handed 
out over 27,000 citations, most 
of which were for sleeping or sit¬ 
ting outdoors. ■ 
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PROP M PROPOSES 

HOUSING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSION 


VLAD K. 


Today, when skyrocketing 

rents result in ever increasing 
homelessness and force residents 
to leave the city, most of the deci¬ 
sions regarding affordable hous¬ 
ing as well as commercial devel¬ 
opment projects are made by a 
small group of people without 
independent review or public su¬ 
pervision. One proposition on the 
November ballot. Prop M, aims to 
tackle this issue by increasing ac¬ 
countability and transparency in 
development. Prop M would cre¬ 
ate a seven-member Housing and 
Development Commission that 
would oversee the Mayor’s Of¬ 
fice of Housing and Economic and 
Workforce Development. 

Currently, this office does 
not hold public hearings and op¬ 
erates without the input of the 
public; Prop M would conduct 
public hearings and open meet¬ 
ings so that the public would be 
able to provide input on decision¬ 
making around development and 


housing for another. Nobody 

knows real number of candidates. 

This initiative is endorsed 
by the San Francisco Democratic 
Party and a multitude of tenant’s 
and housing rights organizations. 
One of the few opponents of the 
proposition. Supervisor Mark Far¬ 
rell, named the initiative costly, 
giving the estimate of millions 
of dollars. Those who follow city 
politics know that for Supervisor 
Farrell, even one dollar spent on 
the needs of the underserved is 
too much, but this particular es 
timate is generally thought to be 
greatly exaggerated. 

The creation of the seven- 
member commission that would 
oversee housing and economic 
development will find ways of 
optimal use of financial resourc 
es, and it will ultimately save, not 
waste money. Presently agree 
ments are developed without any 
independent review when mayor 
negotiates with developers. Since 


“At a time when affordable housing is the 
#1 issue, there is no public venue to talk 
about how San Francisco is investing in 
affordable housing and development.” 

- Cindy Wu, Party Chair of the SF Democratic Party 


housing as well as City-sponsored 
events, such as the America’s Cup. 

The proposition would also 
require the Commission to review 
major development agreements 
before being approved by the 
Board of Supervisors. 

Three members of the com¬ 
mittee would be appointed by 
the Mayor, three by the Board of 
Supervisors, and one by the City’s 
Controller. 

"At a time when affordable 
housing is the #1 issue, there is 
no public venue to talk about 
how San Francisco is investing 
in affordable housing and devel¬ 
opment,” Cindy Wu commented. 
Deputy Director of Chinatown 
Community Development Center, 
Party Chair of the San Francisco 
Democratic Party, and former 
San Francisco Planning Commis¬ 
sioner. "Development agreements 
often happen when the Mayor’s 
Office negotiates directly with 
the developers. Prop M would in¬ 
clude public comment, and that’s 
the point. It’s a venue for people to 
have their concerns be heard.” 

It is not a secret that provid¬ 
ing services and housing for un¬ 
derserved population never were 
in the list of priorities of Mayor 
Lee’s office. Building housing 
units happened not only without 
a plan, but also without essential 
definitions of the need of afford¬ 
able housing. Several uncoordi¬ 
nated programs resulted in lon- 
ger waiting for some and quicker 


housing developments impact 
directly every San Francisco resi 
dent, there should be a place to 
give public voice. 

Prop M would also provide a 
space for discussion for the devel¬ 
opment of affordable housing. 

While the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing and Community De¬ 
velopment is working on creat¬ 
ing affordable housing, no one 
is actually talking about afford 
able housing in terms of where it 
should be located or who the tar¬ 
get population should be, Cindy 
says. While many different popu 
lations—homeless people, fami 
lies, seniors, to name a few—are 
in need of housing, there must 
be a strategic conversation about 
who should be prioritized and 
how all of these populations can 
best be served best. 

"We need to have affordable 
housing in all districts of the city 
so everyone can have access.” 

San Francisco will definitely 
benefit from open discussions 
about housing developments, 
which are currently planned be 
hind closed doors. Today, deci 
sions about investments of huge 
amounts practically have no ac 
countability to citizens. The me 
dia attention for this proposition 
has created a situation where 
Prop M may be lost in the long 
alphabet of measures that are on 
the November ballot, despite its 
importance. This November, re 
member to vote YES on Prop M. ■ 
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HOMELESS PEOPLE’S POPULAR 


ASSEMBLY GIVES VOICE TO 

PEOPLE LIVING IN ENCAMPMENTS 


DEAR ELECTED OFFICIALS, 

As members of the homeless community in 
San Francisco, we are concerned about the 
current policies aimed to criminalize our 
existence, the most vulnerable of our society. 
We are referring to the harassment, ticketing, 
incarcerating, confiscation of property, lack of 
services, murder of loves ones including pets, 
separation of loves ones and community, use 
of our suffering for political gain, and constant 
discrimination in almost all facets of our lives. 

Under the 8th Amendment, we are all protected 
from excessive fines from the government 
and cruel and unusual punishment. Under the 
current conditions, we feel we are suffering cruel 
and unusual punishment and being hit with 
fines and incarceration that violates this basic 
constitutional right that we are also entitled to. 

WE, the homeless and disenfranchised residents 
of San Francisco hereby demand the following: 

1. Until affordable housing is available for all, we 
demand a special use space for homeless people 
TO SAFELY CAMP THAT IS IN THE CiTY, not in Daly 
City or San Mateo County. It should be supplied 
with trash containers, bathrooms, water, etc. 

2. Any encampment clearings need to include 

DIGNIFIED HOUSING OPTIONS, NOT JUST SHELTER. 

People should have a choice on housing or whether or 
not theywant to go to the housing that is being offered. 

3. Police response to homelessness is a waste 
OF RESOURCES, especially financial. We want those 
resources diverted to housing & homeless services. 

4. Everyone deserves to be treated with respect and 
dignity - homeless voices and advocates must 

BE AT ANY TABLE WHENEVER LEGISLATION IS BEING 
DRAFTED THAT WILL IMPACT HOMELESS PEOPLE’S 

LIVES. The United States Interagency on Homelessness 
2015 report "Ending Homelessness for People 
Living In Encampments” requested by the Obama 
administration, recommends an encampment 
and leadership of homeless persons living in such 
encampments. Homeless people or stakeholders too. 

In short, we demand our rights be respected. 

THE HOMELESS PEOPLE’S POPULAR ASSEMBLY 


To show your support and sign this letter, 
visit http://chn.ge/2cWzncY 


The Homeless People’s Pop¬ 
ular Assembly, newly created 
by the Coalition on Homeless¬ 
ness in June, is a space for peo¬ 
ple who are living in encamp¬ 
ments in San Francisco to voice 
their opinions about homeless¬ 
ness and the treatment of en¬ 
campments. The Assembly was 
birthed from the organization’s 
Human Rights Workgroup, 
which saw that people living 
in tent encampments were not 
being heard. The assemblies 
occur once every other week, 
and have already occurred near 
Best Buy, Islais Creek, and Fol¬ 
som and 19th Street. Each en¬ 
campment is encouraged to 
have their own representatives 
to report back to the larger 
group. 

Bilal Ali, a Human Rights 
Organizer at the Coalition, fa¬ 
cilitates the conversations at 
the Assembly, with a loud and 
commanding voice; he does 
regular outreach to encamp¬ 
ment communities on non-As- 
sembly days to let people know 
when they will be happening 
and to update people between 
Assemblies. At each meeting, 
there is coffee, pastries, some 
fruit—and a big megaphone. 
There are about 15 people at the 
assembly I attend, which is be¬ 
hind the Best Buy on Harrison 
Street. 

He often asks people one 
question: "You’re the Mayor of 
San Francisco for one day. What 
do you do?” 

There’s a lot of good par¬ 
ticipation, Bilal says. And it is 
in this way that he is able to 
get a sense of what people need 
and how they want to see their 
lives improved, on their own 
terms, and on their own turf. 

"It’s challenging for folks 
to come out to meetings at our 
office. So often, when they 
leave their belongings in the 
encampments, they can be 
thrown away or stolen," Kelley, 
one of the organizers of the As¬ 
sembly, comments. By having 
meetings at the encampments, 
the challenges that encamp¬ 
ment dwellers face in provid¬ 
ing essential feedback are 
greatly reduced. 

Aside from being a forum 
to raise concerns about the 
treatment of encampments, 
the Assembly also provides key 
updates about policies that im¬ 
pact and will impact homeless 
people and encampments, in¬ 
cluding Prop 0 , which will ban 
encampments and authorize 
the City to remove them within 
24 hours. 

"It’s important to have a 
group like the Homeless Peo¬ 
ple’s Popular Assembly because 
it brings the voices of homeless 
people into the conversation 
about laws that are going to af¬ 
fect them,” TJ Johnston, a mem¬ 
ber of the Assembly, says. 


Obama’s U.S. Interagency 
Council on Homelessness’ 2015 
report on homeless encamp¬ 
ments recommended that resi¬ 
dents of encampments should 
be included in conversations 
about encampment clearings. 
It also condemned the forced 
dispersal of people from en¬ 
campment settings, which "is 
not an appropriate solution” 
and "accomplishes nothing to¬ 
ward the goal of linking people 
to permanent housing.” 

Members of the Assembly 
have worked together across 
encampments to create a de¬ 
mand letter to the City that 
will be delivered to the Super¬ 
visors and to the Mayor as well 
as social service organizations 
around the city. The letter out¬ 
lines key demands of people 
living in encampments, in¬ 
cluding a special use space for 
homeless people to safely camp 
in San Francisco and encamp¬ 
ment clearings that include 
dignified housing options, not 
just shelter. 

Recently, the Department 
of Homelessness and Support¬ 
ive Housing created an En¬ 
campment Resolution Team 
to deal with the increasing 
encampment removals in the 
city. Led by Jason Albertson, a 
clinical social worker who has 
worked extensively with home¬ 
less populations, the Encamp¬ 
ment Resolution Team strives 
to clear encampments in a 
more humane way and to con¬ 
nect people with services and 
counseling, rather than simply 
clearing encampments. Addi¬ 
tionally, the Resolution Team 
provides notices about when 
encampments will be removed 
and works with those who are 
being displaced from their 
camps. 

But problems remain. De¬ 
spite the good intentions of 
the Encampment Resolution 
Team, there is still very little 
housing that can actually be 
offered. And the Assembly also 
emphasizes the need for an in¬ 
dependent entity working with 
encampments that is separate 
from the City, and the City’s of¬ 
ten-conflicting interests with 
the rights and wellbeing of 
homeless people. 

Those who are most often 
left out of the conversation 
when creating and implement¬ 
ing solutions for homelessness 
are homeless people them¬ 
selves. But the Assembly is a 
powerhouse that says to the 
City: "Nothing about us with¬ 
out us.” ■ 

If you would like to become in¬ 
volved with or learn more about 
the Homeless People’s Popular 
Assembly, please contact Kelley 
Cutler, Human Rights Organizer 
at the Coalition on Homeless¬ 
ness, at kcutler@cohsf.org. 











PAGE 5 OCTOBER I, 2016 

VOTE NOV 8TH TOI 

SOLVE HOMELESSNESS 


VOTE YES 


PROP S; ALLOCATION OF HOTEL TAX FUNOS 

Sets aside $17 million of hotel tax to end family homelessness. 1 in 25 
public school students are now homeless. 

PROP J: FUNDING FOR HOMELESSNESS & TRANSPORTATION 

Sets aside about $50 million annually for homeless housing and 
prevention. Over time, this will allow the city house over 4,000 more 
homeless people. 

PROP K: ALLOCATION OF HOTEL TAX FUNDS 

Increases sales tax to pay for the Prop J set aside. 1/4 cent to homeless 
housing, and 1/2 cent to transportation. If passed, it will help cut 
homelessness in half. 


PROP M: HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Creates oversight via a new commission to the Mayor’s Office on 
Housing and Community Development that decides how much homeless 
housing we have. 


VOTE NO 


PROP Q; PROHIBITS TENTS ON SIDEWALKS 

Tents are already prohibited, but fails to provide housing, and instead 
displaces people from sidewalk to sidewalk. 


PROP R- NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME UNIT 

Permanently sets aside police to address homelessness and conflates 
poverty with criminal activity. When homeless people receive citations 
they can't pay, it destroys their credit and messes with housing 
eligibility. 

PROP P- COMPETITIVE BIDDING 

Hidden under competitive bidding is an initiative that will make it 
impossible for nonprofits to win bids to develop supportive housing. 
For-profit developers will not be interested in providing adequate 
supportive services. 

PROP U: AFFORDABLE HOUSING REQUIREMENTS 

Eliminates eligibility for homeless and working class people from 
market rate affordable housing by lifting the income requirements 
retroactively to about $115,000 for a family of four. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE; 

call the Coalition on Homelessness at (415) 346-3740. 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN HELP FIGHT PROPS Q AND R; 

contact Kelley Cutler, Human Rights Organizer, at kcutler@cohsf.org. 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN HELP PASS PROP S AND END FAMILY 
HOMELESSNESS, contact Miguel Carrera, Housing Justice Organizer, at 
mcarrera@cohsf.org. 


REGISTER 
TO VOTE 


■.REGISTER ONLINE 

Visit http://registertovote.ca.gov/ 

2. REGISTER BY MAIL 

Call (415) 554-4411 or visit http:// 
sfelections.org/tools/sfvote/ to have 
a voter registration card mailed to 
you. 

3. REGISTER IN PERSON 

Pick up a voter registration card 
at the Coalition on Homelessness 
(468 Turk Street between Hyde and 
Larkin), Department of Elections, 
local public library branches, the 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV), and U.S. Postal Service 
offices. 

YOUOONOTNEEOAN 
AOORESS TO REGISTER TO 

VOTE. You may use the Greneral 
Delivery address (391 Ellis Street, 

San Francisco, CA 94102) and a cross 
street (i.e. Turk and Larkin). 

IF YOU 00 NOT HAVE YOUR 

CALIFORNIA 10. ORIVER’S 

LICENSE. OR SOCIAL 
SECURITY NUMBER , a unique 
identifying number will be given to you 
for registratio purposes. 

THE LAST OAYTO REGISTER 
TO VOTE IS MON, OCT. 24. 
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IS TECH HELPING COMMUNITIES? 



NELSON MANDELA 
1918-2013 


POVERTY IS NOT AN 
ACCIDENT. LIKE SLAVERY AND 
APARTHEID, IT IS MAN-MADE 
AND CAN BE REMOVED BY THE 
ACTIONS OF HUMAN BEINGS. 


EHBTENG 


Yes. 

I wish I could just answer 
that question in one word and 
leave it at that without further 
qualification. But recent devel¬ 
opments in San Francisco have 
painted the tech community in 
a sour light. We are evidently 
responsible for the complete 
disintegration of communities 
and the oncoming robot apoca¬ 
lypse. Or, as the Luddites would 
have you believe. Just so we’re 
clear, a Luddite is someone who 
thinks technology is something 
to be feared and suspicious of. 

They lack the basic un¬ 
derstanding that technology 
serves asthefundamentalbasis 
of all of humanity’s progress: 
the wheel, the spear, paper, 
pencils, shoes, steam power, 
gunpowder, the printing press, 
silverware, everything that oc¬ 
curred during the Industrial 
Revolution all the way to the 
Digital Age. Anything having 
to do with progress has depend¬ 
ed on technology in some form 
or other. To call the rapid ad¬ 
vent of newer and newer tech¬ 
nologies evil, is far too simple 
and pedestrian. Let’s be clear, 
technology does not destroy 
communities. People do. 

The disintegration of com¬ 
munities is commonly caused 


by people who hold themselves 
in too high esteem, that they 
are the chosen few to rule the 
underprivileged. They lack the 
fundamentals of compassion 
and kindness, and tend to think 
only of themselves. They blame 
those around them for not be¬ 
ing able to keep up and believe 


in the fallacy of the self-made 
individual. They treat their 
communities as a giant play¬ 
ground without understanding 
how to properly tend the play¬ 
ground into a garden. 

To be certain, there are 
those in the tech community 
who act like this. They tend 
to be the vapid ones, intent on 
showing the world how impor¬ 
tant they are. It is true: We have 
fostered the cult of the startup 
here in Silicon Valley. And, yes, 
there is a lot of garbage that is 
created. However, there are a 
majority of us technologists 
that deeply disagree with all of 
this, and see ourselves as part 
of a greater community. We 
seek to apply innovation and 
technology towards the greater 
good, towards solving deeply 
embedded social issues. 

My team at Diginido Labs 
LLC is a team of four technolo¬ 
gists and entrepreneurs com¬ 
mitted to applying technology 
towards helping to solve issues 
such as homelessness, hu¬ 
man trafficking, economic and 
digital freedom, and worker’s 
rights. We spend a great deal of 
time applying human centric 
and empathy design philoso¬ 
phies to engage all stakehold¬ 
ers in communities towards de¬ 
veloping good tech. 

For the past year and a half 


we have spent a great deal of 
time working with homeless 
people and low-income com¬ 
munities to come up with a 
unique way to share up to date 
resources. The issue of home¬ 
lessness is poignant for us, as 
two of our co-founders have 
experienced homelessness first 


hand. We know that managing 
daily crises and finding the 
right resources can be incred¬ 
ibly difficult. 

It is especially so when re¬ 
source directories aren’t kept 
up to date and it’s a scramble to 
find the right services. A friend 
of ours who stays in shelters 
told us a story of how during 
the storm El Nino, he heard of 
a pop-up shelter, but there was 
no clear directory that it was 
listed in. It took him two days 
of walking around in the rain 
to find it, and when he finally 
did, there was no way for him 
to share the location in order to 
help others. This is all too com¬ 
mon a story and fundamental¬ 
ly unacceptable. 

We found this issue pa¬ 
tently ridiculous and set out to 
come up with a solution. Our 
first attempt was to consoli¬ 
date all online resources down 
to one Android app. We chose 
an Android app as the vehicle 
because we found that, con¬ 
trary to common belief, most 
of the homeless own Android 
phones through the Obama 
phone program, which pro¬ 
vides low-income and homeless 
people free cell phones, voice 
minutes, and texting. We creat¬ 
ed the seejme app and initially, 
it was a minor success. We were 
able to help the homeless com¬ 


munity rapidly search for re¬ 
sources in one place. However, 
we found a deeper problem and 
that was the fact that most di¬ 
rectories we were pulling these 
resources from were incredibly 
out of date. We pivoted and set 
out to solve the bigger issue of 
being able to provide up to date 


resources. 

What we came up with was 
the Labre app. 

The Labre app is a place for 
the community to share real¬ 
time knowledge of resources 
available in their city. All too 
often, resource directories fall 
out of use and up-to-date in¬ 
formation becomes hard to 
come by. Time and energy is 
wasted trying to find the most 
useful information. You no 
longer have to depend on or¬ 
ganizations to update resource 
directories. YOU can share your 
knowledge and help keep infor¬ 
mation about resources up-to- 
date. This isn’t just for basic city 
services. You can share things 
like places with free wifi, ac¬ 
cessible power outlets, places 
that allow you to use the bath¬ 
room in peace, report on the 
efficacy and safety of shelters, 
and more. 

We will soon be adding a 
new feature that tells the com¬ 
munity about real-time food 
availability. We have partnered 
with a wonderful organiza¬ 
tion, FoodRev, which does bi¬ 
weekly food drives. They pick 
up the extra food that organi¬ 
zations don’t use and their vol¬ 


unteers deliver them to shel¬ 
ters. Through Labre, they will 
be able to communicate to the 
community in real time when 
food is available! 

We at Diginido Labs be¬ 
lieve that everyone deserves 
respect, dignity, and the free¬ 
dom to self-manage their lives. 
The Labre app is designed with 
accessibility in mind and has 
been built by listening to the 
community. We believe every¬ 
one deserves beautiful design 
and experience, regardless of 
your place in society. 

The Labre app is available 
now through the Google Play 
store and we are working on a 
iOS version. 

We hope that more start¬ 
ups and organizations will join 
us in working on solutions to 
critical social issues that will 
help heal the community. It 
will take a concerted effort by 
the tech community to gain a 
better social understanding of 
these entrenched issues by lis¬ 
tening to and working along¬ 
side all stakeholders within 
the community. It is not a mat¬ 
ter of designing solutions FOR. 
It is a matter of designing solu¬ 
tions WITH. ■ 





"The 


of 


women 


man-made." 


— American aiyiipr, 
rist. and lecturer 
Keller, June 11, 



Women Hold Up Half the Sky 

FACEBOOK.COW 

HALFTHEGAME 
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WRITER’S CORNER 


In November, in addition to voting for the next president, we will also be voting on many local 
and statewide issues including Proposition 0 in San Francisco. “San Francisco’s Proposition 0 
would ban tent encampments and authorize city officials to remove them after giving 24-hour 
notice.” 

Prompt: Imagine you must leave your home in 24 hours and you can only carry what fits in your 
hands. Write a poem about what you bring with you and what you are forced to leave behind. 

Start a poem with the line: I hold in my hands... 


This writing prompt is brought to you by Ghostlines. Ghostlines is a Bay Area collective of poets, artists, and educators com¬ 
prised of Ariana Weckstein, Gabriel Cortez, Isabella Borgeson, Jade Cho, and Natasha Huey, who are committed to using art to 
cultivate empathy, http://ghostlinescollective.tumblr.com/ _ 


If you’d like to share your writing with the Street Sheet, you can e-mail 
streetsheet@cohsf.org or mail to Street Sheet 468 Turk St. San Francisco, CA 94102. 


COALITION 
ON HOMELESSNESS 


The Street Sheet is a project of the Coalition 
on Homelessness. The Coalition on 
Homelessness organizes poor and homeless 
people to create permanent solutions to 
poverty while protecting the civil and 
human rights of those forced to remain on 
the streets. 

Our organizing is based on extensive peer outreach, 
and the information gathered directly drives the 
Coalition’s work. We do not bring our agenda to poor 
and homeless people: They bring their agenda to us. 
We then turn that agenda into powerful campaigns 
that are fleshed out at our work group meetings, 
where homeless people come together with their 
other community allies to win housing and human 
rights for all homeless and poor people. 


WORKGROUP MEETINGS 


AT 468 TURK STREET 


HOUSING JUSTICE WORK GROUP Every Tuesday at noen I 

HUMAN RIGHTS WORK GROUP Every Wednesday at 12:30 p.iti. 
STREET SHEET ORIENTATIUN Menday-Tuesdayfrem 0 a.iii.-l2p.in. 
STREET SHEET OISTRIGUTION Menday-Friday frem 0 a.m.-l2 p.iti. 


To learn more about COH workgroup meetings, 
contact us at: 415-346-3740, or go at: www.cohsf.org 


STREET SHEET 
STAFF 


The Street Sheet is a 
publication of the Coalition 
on Homelessness. Some stories 
are collectively written, and 
some stories have individual 
authors. But whoever sets 
fingers to keyboard, all stories 
are formed by the collective 
work of dozens of volunteers, 
and our outreach to hundreds 
of homeless people. 

Lisa-Marie Alatorre • 
Julia D’Antonio 'Chris B 
• ReginaBates • Katie Bernock • 
Paul Boden • Miguel Carrera • 
Mikey Chapman • Kelley 
Cutler • Will Daley • LydiaEly • 
EvaEbsen • MatthewGerring • 
Raul Fernandez-Berriozabel • 
Jennifer Friedenbach • 
Lesley Haddock • 

Kama Hess • 

TJ Johnston • Vlad K. • 
Jason Law • Sam Lew • 
Chance Martin • 

Scott Nelson • Irma Niihez • 
Bob Offer-Westort • 
Jesus Perez • Mike Russo • 


THE STREET SHEET IS 
ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 
WRITERS AND 
WRITING 
SUBMISSIONS. 

E-MAIL 

STREETSHEET@COHSF.ORG 

CALL 

(415) 346-3740 ext. 309 

VISIT OUR OFFICE AT 
468 TURK STREET 
(between Larkin & Hyde) 


AT THE GALA byjimseller 


OCTOBER 1,2016 

WMr 

SPECIAL 

THANKS 

The staff and volunteers of the Coalition 

on Homelessness thank the following 

STREET SHEET. Your continued support 

has been vital in keeping the STREET 

SHEET on the streets since 1989. 


UNDERWRITERS 

FOUNDATIONS 

Arthur R. Aibrecht 

Adobe Foundation 

Susan Reard 

Astraea Lesbian 

Matthew R. Recker 

Foundation for 

Ren Renniander 

Justice 

Dan Cawiey & Paula 

Den and Jerry’s 

Raker 

Foundation 

Samuel Chung 

Duuck Family 

Tim Crawford 

Foundation 

James Decker 

Caivert Foundation 

Carl N. Degler 

Catholic Campaign 

Lydia Ely 

for Human Devei- 

K.L. Enriquez 

opment 

Max Firstman 

Common Counsei 

Marc Fredson 

Foundation (Victor & 

Waliy Gater 

Lorraine Honig Fund) 

Marian Gray 

EdnaWardlaw 

Marian Haiiey 

Charitabie Trust 

Maribeth Haiioran 

First Unitarian Uni- 

Kescia Turner Harris 

versalist Church 

“Wild Gary” Heater 

of San Francisco 

David Keenan 

(Society for Com¬ 

Jodi K. Kingdon 

munity Work) 

Rrian Leininger 

Harvey and Leslie 

Jeffrey R.A. Lewis 

Wagner Foundation 

Nancy Moss 

Hays Family Founda¬ 

Adam Pfahler 

tion 

Lore and David Phillips Left Tilt Fund 

Dob Prentice 

Lisa and Lea 

Allan Quijano Quiton 

LocaiIndependent 

Toni and Randy Remil- 

Charities of 

leng 

America 

William Roth 

Lynn Handleman 

Douglas Scheppegrel 

Charitabie Founda¬ 

Stella Schtupenheimer 

tion 

Shamsi Soltani 

Martin De Perres 

Rrian SooHoo 

Foundation 

Jesse Stout 

Peace Development 

Lou and Vida Sullivan 

Fund 

Juiie S. Tee 

Philanthropic Ven¬ 

GiadysThacher 

tures Foundation 

Faith Toban 

Rainbow Grocery 

Paui Waimsiey 

Cooperative 

Karen and Joe Weis- 

Ruth and Jerry 

man 

Vurek Fund 

Richard and Dyjan 

Sappi“Ideas That 

Wiersba 

Matter” 

Rani Wiiiiams 

St. Paul's Episcopal 

Carol Jean Wisnieski 

Church 

MerlaZellerbach 

The Renevity Commu¬ 

AlannaZrimsek 

nity Impact Fund 

Gotti 

The San Francisco 

The Fool On The Hill 

Foundation-An 

Nomadic Ground 

Anonymous Advisor 

Coffee 

Unitarian Univer- 

Dharma Merchant 

salist Funding 

Services 

Program (Fund for 

Anonymous Donor 

a Just Society) 


^OMG! FRENCH CHAMPAGNE AND 
MOLLV- I COUIJ? DANCE’ ALL NIGHT! 
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THE VIEW FROM THE STREET 




Space shuttle "Endeavour" over the Golden Gate bridge. San Francisco, September 20th, 2012 


Helping us to reflect on the | PHOTO: ©dahiel leu www.danielleu.com [ 

daily life of our streets, pho- About the artist: Originally from Switzerland, Daniel Leu's passion for 
tographers donate one of their photography revealed itself while discovering the multiple facets of the 
pictures that represent their Californian landscapes. His aptitude to represent well known subjects and 

scenery from a unique perspective is equally reflected in his studio work 
personal take on urban life. where his objectives are concentrated on food- or portrait- photography. 


About the photo : Perched on the back of a Boeing 747 jet, the Space Shuttle 
Endeavour made a historic flight, marking its final passage on a journey 
honoring NAS A workers andformer astronauts. This was the same means- 
by which NASA pilots transported shuttles from California to their 
home base in Florida for more than 30 years. After flying from 
Sacramento across the East Bay, it looped over San Francisco, and headed 
to Los Angeles to find its resting place at the California Science Center. ■ 
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HELP SUPPORT THE COALITION 


Address: 


City: 
Phone: 


State: 
Email: 


Zip: 


UNDERWRITER CONTRIRUTION 

MONTHLY CONTRIBUTION 

1 want to become an Underwriter 

I want to Support the Coalition 

for $50 or more. $ 

as a Sustainer at $ 


for months. 


Please list my name in the STREET SHEET as 

SINGLE CONTRIBUTION 

I want to support the work of the Coalition on Homelessness 

with a single tax-deductible contribution in the amount of: (circle amount) 

$25 $50 $75 $10° $150 $200 Other $ 

PLEASE CHARGE MY CREOIT CARD (MASTERCARD OR VISA) 

Card Number: 


Expiration Date: / 

Name on Card: 

(as it appears) 

Signature: _ 


All donations are tax-deductible 
as permitted by law. 

The Coalition on Homelessness 
is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. 
Please make checks payable to: 
Coalition on Homelessness. 
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PLEASE CLIP AND MAIL TO: 


Coalition on Homelessness 

468 Turk Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 




























































